
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MINOR ATHLETE ABUSE PREVENTION POLICY 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

On February 14, 2018, the Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization 
Act of 2017 (the “Act”) was enacted into federal law. One of the key provisions of this Act designated 
the United States Center for SafeSport (the “Center”) as the national safe sport organization. The Act 
empowered the Center to develop training and policies aimed at preventing various forms of abuse, 
including physical, emotional, and sexual abuse, within the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Movement. 
Additionally, the Act mandated the Center to exercise jurisdiction over all national governing bodies 
to ensure the protection of amateur athletes against abuse. As a result of this authority, the Center 
has required USA Cricket to adopt policies and procedures intended to prevent the abuse of minor 
athlete members under USA Cricket’s jurisdiction. 

II. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

A. Definitions 

1. Adult: A person who is eighteen (18) years of age or older. 

2. Adult Participant: Any Adult who meets certain criteria specified within the policies. 

3. Amateur Athlete: A player member of USA Cricket. 

4. Authority: The power to direct, control, give orders to, or make decisions for another person. 

5. Center: The U.S. Center for Safe Sport. 

6. Close in Age Exception: An exception applicable to certain policies involving Adult 
Participants and Minor Athletes. 

7. Consent: Authorization provided by a parent or guardian for specific matters involving a 
Minor Athlete. 

8. Dual Relationship: A relationship between an Adult Participant and a Minor Athlete apart 
from a sport relationship. 

9. Dual Relationship Exception: An exception to certain policies, subject to parental or 
guardian consent. 

10. Electronic Communication: Any form of electronic communication including but not 
limited to emails, text messages, and social media. 

11. Events: Various activities related to cricket participation. 

12. In Program Contact: Any contact between an Adult Participant and any Minor Athlete related 
to participation in cricket. 

13. LAO: Local Affiliated Organization within USA Cricket – Generally a partner (e.g. MiLC) or 
‘member’ organization (e.g. Washington Cricket League). 

14. Minor Athlete: A cricket athlete under 18 years of age. 



 

15. Partial or Full Jurisdiction: The scope of events or activities under the jurisdiction of USA 
Cricket or a LAO. 

16. National Governing Body (NGB): USA Cricket. 

17. Personal Care Assistant: An authorized Adult providing assistance to a Minor Athlete. 

18. Refresher Training: Periodic training for Adult Participants. 

19. Regular Contact: Ongoing interactions between an Adult Participant and Minor Athletes. 

20. Training: Required education for Adult Participants. 

21. USAC: USA Cricket, Inc. 

22. USOPC: United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee. 

B. Consents and Notices 

1. USAC: Notices or consents required by these policies should be sent via email to: 
reports@usacricket.org. 

2. LAO: Notices or consents required by these policies should be provided to the LAO’s 
administrator. 

C. Training and Background Checks 

1. Required Training 

• Adult Participants falling under the following categories must complete core Training: 

• Those with Regular Contact with minor Amateur Athletes. 

• Those having Authority over minor Amateur Athletes. 

• Employees or board members of USAC or a LAO. 

• Medical providers required to undergo training may take the Center’s Health 
Professional’s Course. 

2. Timing of Training 

• Adult Participants must complete the required Training before: 

• Beginning Regular Contact with Minor Athletes. 

• Forty-five (45) days after assuming a role requiring Training. 

3. Refresher Training 

• Adult Participants must undergo annual refresher courses after completing the initial 
SafeSport Trained Core. 

• The SafeSport Trained Core must be retaken every four years. 



 

• Medical providers who opted for the Health Professional’s Course must take annual 
refresher courses if they continue to meet the criteria for Required Training. 

4. Optional Training 

• USAC offers Minor Training annually, subject to parental consent, through the 
Center’s Minor Athlete Training materials. 

• Training is also provided annually to parents and legal guardians of Minor Athletes 
through the Center’s parental training materials. 

• Adult Participants serving in volunteer capacities are encouraged to take the 
Volunteer Course or relevant Training before interacting with Minor Athletes. 

• Minor Athletes, parents, legal guardians, and Adult Participants serving in volunteer 
capacities are encouraged to take appropriate training offered by the Center. 

5. Exemptions 

• Exemptions from training requirements may be granted on a case-by-case basis by 
the Center for victims/survivors. 

• Persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency may request 
accommodations, subject to approval by the Center. 

• Requests for exemptions or accommodations can be made directly to the Center or 
to USAC for forwarding to the Center. 

6. Record Keeping 
 

• USAC will maintain records of completed Training by Adult Participants and any 
exemptions or accommodations granted by the Center. 

D. USAC Requirements 

1. Education and Training 

• Adult Participants without required training cannot register as USAC members and 
may face membership suspension if already registered. 

• USAC will document its communications regarding training offered to Minor Athlete 
members and their parents. 

2. LAO Compliance 

• All USAC LAOs must implement these policies for their members. 

3. Policy Implementation 

• All USAC members and employees must report policy violations to 
reports@usacricket.org. 



 

• Failure to report violations constitutes a violation of USAC's Rules Governing 
Conduct, leading to potential sanctions, including membership suspension or 
prohibition from participating in any USAC or LAO Sanctioned Event. 

• USAC will communicate these policies to members upon application and annual 
membership renewal, requiring members to acknowledge their review and 
agreement. 

E. One-on-One Interactions 

1. One-on-one interactions during In Program Contact are generally prohibited, except when 
easily observable and interruptible by another Adult. 

2. Permitted one-on-one interactions include emergency circumstances, Close in Age 
Exceptions, interactions with Personal Care Assistants with Consent, and those allowed by 
specific policy provisions. 

F. Meetings and Training Sessions 

1. Meetings and training sessions must comply with the policies outlined. 

2. Individual Training Sessions 

• Must be observable and interruptible, except under specific exceptions. 

• Parent or guardian must be allowed to observe all one-on-one meetings and training 
sessions. 

3. Licensed Provider Meetings 

• Meetings with a licensed mental health care or health care provider must be 
observable and interruptible, with certain conditions and notifications required. 

4. Recommendations 

• USAC recommends monitoring any meeting involving Minor Athletes and Adult 
Participants by another Adult Participant. 

• Parents and guardians of Minor Athletes are encouraged to complete child abuse 
prevention education and training provided by the Center before giving Consent. 

 
G. Athletic Training Modalities, Massages and Rubdowns 

1. In-Program Contact involving athletic training modalities, massages, or rubdowns with Minor 
Athletes must: a. Be observable and interruptible. b. Have another Adult Participant present. 
c. Occur within one year following Consent, which cannot be withdrawn. d. Ensure Minor 
Athletes are fully or partially clothed, with specific areas covered. e. Allow parents or 
guardians of Minor Athletes to observe, except in restricted access competition venues. 

2. Recommendations a. Parents or legal guardians should complete child 
abuse prevention education before giving Consent. b. Providers should 



 

narrate steps in the modality to the party providing Consent and the Minor Athlete. c. 
Techniques should minimize physical contact where possible. d. Only licensed providers 
should administer modalities. e. Coaches should be prohibited from providing massages 
without being licensed massage therapists. 

H. Locker Rooms and Changing Areas 

1. One-on-one In Program Contact in locker rooms, changing areas, etc., with Minor Athletes 
must be observable and interruptible, except under specific exceptions. 

2. Requests from parents or guardians to restrict an Adult Participant's presence during Minor 
Athlete showers or changes must be honored until withdrawn, with notifications sent to 
USAC and LAO administrators. 

3. Prohibited conduct includes the use of recording devices, intentional exposure by Adult 
Participants, and showering with Minor Athletes unless exceptions apply. 

4. Recording or photography in locker rooms requires parental consent, approval from USAC or 
the LAO, presence of two or more Adults, and fully clothed individuals. 

5. Personal Care Assistants can assist Minor Athletes in these areas if they meet certain 
requirements. 

6. Organizations conducting Events must provide private or semi-private changing areas and 
monitor compliance with these policies. 

I. Electronic Communications 

1. Applies to all electronic communications between Adult Participants and Minor Athletes. 

2. One-on-one communications must be copied to parents, guardians, or another Adult 
Participant, except under specific exceptions. 

3. Only platforms allowing compliance with communication requirements may be used. 

4. Communications to multiple Minor Athletes must be copied to another Adult Participant or 
parents/guardians. 

5. Communications must cease upon written request from parents/guardians, except in 
emergencies. 

6. All electronic communications must maintain a professional nature, except under specific 
exceptions. 

J. Transportation 

1) An Adult Participant may transport a Minor Athlete one-on-one during In-Program travel under 
specific conditions:  

a) Exceptions apply (Dual Relationship, Close in Age, or Personal Care Assistant with Consent). 



 

b) Written Consent from the Minor Athlete's parent or legal guardian within one year, not 
withdrawn. 

c) In the presence of another Adult Participant, the Minor Athlete's parent or guardian, or at least 
two minors. 

d) In emergency circumstances. 

2) Organizations providing transportation must obtain Consent from the Minor Athlete's parent or 
legal guardian within one year. 

3) Recommendations a. Shared ride or carpool transportation should prioritize picking up the 
Minor Athlete first and dropping off last. b. Parents and legal guardians should complete child 
abuse prevention education before consenting to third-party transportation. 

K. Lodging 

1. In-Program contact at hotels or lodging sites with Minor Athletes must be observable and 
interruptible. a. Exceptions apply with Consent provided within one year and not withdrawn. 
b. Requirements for Personal Care Assistant apply. 

2. Room checks must follow one-on-one interaction policy, and at least two Adults must be 
present. 

3. Adult Participants must annually agree to and sign USAC's lodging policy. 

4. Consent for Minor Athlete's lodging participation must be obtained annually. 

5. Adult Participants traveling overnight with Minor Athletes must comply with Education and 
Training policy. 

6. Recommendation: Parents and legal guardians should complete child abuse prevention 
education before consenting to Minor Athlete lodging. 

L. Other Recommended Policies 

1. Adult Participants should avoid out-of-program contact with Minor Athletes without the 
presence of parents or legal guardians, except for family members, neighbors, or family 
friends. 

2. Personal gifts to Minor Athletes should be distributed equally among team members and 
serve a motivational or educational purpose. 

3. Photographs or videos of Minor Athletes should adhere to decency standards and be taken 
in public view. 

4. Public sharing of Minor Athlete photos/videos should be limited to competition or team 
photos on official platforms. 

M. Reporting Violations and Sanctions 



 

1. USAC members must report violations within 24 hours via email to reports@usacricket.org. 

2. Suspected sexual misconduct violations must be reported to the Center and may also be 
reported to USAC. 

3. Retaliation against reporters or victims of violations is prohibited. 

4. Cooperation with investigations concerning alleged violations is mandatory. 

5. Violations may result in sanctions, including education, probation, suspension, or 
termination of membership. 

APPENDIX 1: US CENTER FOR SAFESPORT NGB REQUIREMENTS 

A. Organizational Requirements for Education & Training 

1. USAC must track whether Adult Participants under the organization’s jurisdiction complete 
the required training outlined in Part II.C of USAC’s Minor Abuse Prevention Policies. 

2. On an annual basis, USAC must offer training to Minor Athletes on the prevention and 
reporting of child abuse, subject to parental consent. a. USAC must track the description of 
the training provided to Minor Athletes. b. Individual course completions of Minor Athletes 
need not be tracked. 

3. USAC must also offer annual training to parents on the prevention and reporting of child 
abuse. 

B. Required Prevention Policies and Implementation 

1. USAC must develop minor athlete abuse prevention policies encompassing the mandatory 
components of Part III of the Center’s model policies, covering various areas including one-
on-one interactions, meetings, and training sessions, athletic training modalities, locker 
rooms, electronic communications, transportation, and lodging. 

2. These policies must be approved by the Center and may include recommended components 
and policies from the Center’s model policies, adapted to fit USAC's needs. 

3. USAC must ensure that its Local Affiliate Organizations (LAOs) implement these policies. 

4. These policies must be implemented for all In-Program Contact, with steps taken to ensure 
compliance at sanctioned events and facilities under USAC’s jurisdiction. 

5. USAC must have a reporting mechanism to accept reports of Adult Participants violating its 
minor athlete abuse prevention policies, investigating and resolving reports received, unless 
the violation is reported to the Center. 


